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"From the evidence obtained it is quite clear that the poison- 
ing was due to the deadly Amanita, and it will be noticed that 
the symptoms exhibited were in close agreement with those 
ascribed to phallin poisoning by Chestnut, although Dr. Rice 
characterized the intestinal discharges as "serous" and not as- 
suming the "rice- water" condition, and neither extreme saliva- 
tion nor decided suppression of the urine was noticed. 

"In connection with the supposed action of phallin in decom- 
posing the blood corpuscles and in bringing about the escape of 
the blood serum from the system by way of the alimentary canal, 
it may be mentioned as a partial confirmation that the undertaker 
experienced considerable trouble in preparing the corpse for 
burial, — less than half the usual amount of blood could be ex- 
tracted, — thus indicating a depletion of blood supply before death 
occurred." — ( ). E. Jennings, in Journal of Mycology. 



THE PEAR-FORM PUFF-BALL 

C. D. SMITH, AKROX,, OHIO. 

The pear- form puff-ball belongs to the genus Lycopercion, 
which may be characterized by having a flaccid peridium which 
opens into a small, definite mouth at the top. 

It has a capillitium of long-branched and intertwining 
threads. The spores are usually globose. They may or may not 
have a sterile base. 

The cortex is sometimes smooth, but is usually covered with 
scales or spines. Xone of this genus are very large. The pear- 
form puff-ball — Lycopcrdon pyriformc — is sometimes shaped like 
a pear, but more often it is globose, or where several are crowded 
together, it is flat, contorted, and quite irregular. 

It grows on logs, stumps and even on the ground. Quite 
frequently it occurs in large clusters, or we may occasionally 
see it covering almost the entire surface of a decaying log. I 
have seen more than a bushel on one log. 

The surface, when young, is nearly white, but soon becomes 
covered with brownish scales. It is supplied with an abundance 
of white mycelial threads that usually stick to it when pulled 
from the log on which it grows. 

It is most abundant in the months of September and October, 
but I have found it in July and August. The October crop is 
usually the best for eating, as it does not begin to decay as 
quickly as in warm weather. It compares favorably in flavor 
with the other lycoperdons and, in its prime, it certainly ranks 
close to the gem puff-ball in beauty. 



February, 1908] Mycological Bulletin No. 86 



15 




Fig. 285. Ly-co-per'-don py-ri-for'-me. Photo. G. D. Smith. 
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Fig. 286. Bo-le'-tus chry-sen'-ter-on. This is a common Boletus, 
having the flesh yellow, or golden within, as the name indicates. The 
tubes change to blue where wounded. . Grows in woods and along 
mossy banks. Mcllvaine says he has eaten plentiflly of this species, 
and that the flesh is sweet, delicate and toothsome. Photo, G. D. Smith. 
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